Ergonomics in ultrasound equipment: productivity and patient throughput.
The important issues to consider when purchasing ultrasound equipment are: image quality, speed of interface, controls that are obvious, quick or slow configuring, a narrow or wide triangle of interest, fast or slow function shift capability, the amount of layering, color that is muted or not muted, whether the controls are back lit, easily managed cables and probes, and whether the machine is pleasant to operate and easy to learn. All these factors will provide you with some idea of a system's productivity and assist the buyer in making a purchasing decision. Consider these points as a checklist when shopping for an ultrasound system, especially when the radiology manager is concerned about throughput and the bottom line as well as diagnostic information quality.